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*Abs t r a c t
The ra c ia l  preferences o f  b lack t h i r d  grade ch i ld re n  as a funct ion  
of the race o f  present  and previous teachers were i n v e s t ig a t e d .  I t  
was hypothesized t h a t  those S_s exposed to b lack teachers would be 
more favorab le  toward b lack sk in than those not exposed. A v a r i a t i o n  
of  the Clark and Clark Doll Test  ( 1 9 ^ 7 ) ,  in vo lv in g  both p o s i t iv e  and 
negative  questions was used, along w i th  a two-minute Doll  Play s i t u a ­
t i o n .  The resu l ts  showed no systemat ic  v a r i a t i o n  in co lo r  preference  
according to  the race o f  teache r .  Both male and female Ss chose 
l i k e - s e l f  d o l l s ,  however,  and manifested a general f a v o r a b i l i t y  
toward b lack s k in .  The resu l ts  were discussed in r e l a t i o n  to  
previous research,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i th  regard to the methodological  
am bigu i t ies  involved in using only  p o s i t i v e  quest ions f o r  the Dol 1 
T e s t .
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;!n recent y e a rs ,  there has been a renewed awareness o f  r a c ia l  
i n ju s t i c e s  and attempts have been made to r e c t i f y  the i n e q u a l i t i e s  
which have e x is te d .  Al l  too o f t e n ,  s o c ia l  change has been i n i t i a t e d  
withou t  the strong foundation o f  e m p ir ic a l  ev idence;  indeed, many 
innovations have been the r e s u l t  o f  a r b i t r a r y  decisions based on "com­
mon sense" concerning ra c ia l  issues. Empir ical  evidence on such an 
important quest ion as the formation o f  s e l f - a t t i t u d e s  in m in o r i ty  
groups is necessary to insure th a t  the change being e f fe c te d  is in  
the proper d i r e c t i o n .  The purpose o f  the present  study is to t e s t  I 
one treatment cond i t ion  which may enhance the s e l f - a t t i t u d e s  o f  
m in or i ty  group c h i ld r e n :  exposure to both m in or i ty  and m a jo r i t y  group
teachers.
Research concerned w i th  the ra c ia l  a t t i t u d e s  o f  young ch i ld ren  
has had a long h i s t o r y ,  and, p r i o r  to th is  decade, has y ie ld e d  uniform  
r e s u l t s :  both blacks and whites manifested a negat ive  a t t i t u d e  toward
dark skin  (see reviews by Goodman, 1964; Stevenson, 1967; Proshansky,
1968) .  Moreover,  developmental research has shown that  the perception  
o f  c o lo r  d i f fe re n c e s  begins at about three years o f  age, and in the 
two years fo l lo w in g ,  the c h i ld  a lso  learns the p o s i t iv e  o r  negat ive  
value and s tereotyped roles associated  w i th  race (Horow itz ,  1936 ; 
Ammons, I960 ;  Stevenson, 1967).  Regarding the former f in d in g ,  
Stevenson and Stewart  (1958) found th a t  c h i ld re n  as young as three  
were aware o f  c o lo r  d i f f e r e n c e s .  With regard to p re fe ren c e ,  white  
and b lack c h i ld re n  chose white  f ig u re s  as companions to b r ing  home, 
to serve as guests a t  a b i r thd ay  p a r t y ,  and to be p o t e n t ia l  playmates.  
S i m i l a r l y ,  Clark and Clark (1950) reported tha t  when b lack c h i ld re n
2were given dark crayons and asked to co lo r  themselves, they ge n e ra l ly  
colored themselves l i g h t e r  than they a c t u a l l y  were.  An observat ional  
study conducted by McCandless and Hoyt (1961) w i th  Caucasians and 
O rie n ta ls  revealed t h a t  these preschool c h i ld r e n  chose l i k e - s e x  and 
l i k e - r a c e  play companions.
Using a more s t ru c tu re d  at tempt a t  por t  ray i ng r e a l -1 i fe s i t u a t i o n s ,  
Moreland (1966) showed preschoolers 8" x 10" photographs o f  young 
ch i ld re n  engaged in play a c t i v i t i e s ,  and adu lts  engaged in d a i l y  home 
a c t i v i t i e s .  The ch i ld re n  were presented w i th  quest ions and rated on 
severa l  a t t r i b u t e s  concerned w i th  r a c ia l  awareness and acceptance.  
Moreland concluded tha t  both whites and-blacks I d e n t i f i e d  w i th  t h e ’ 
more dominant w h i te  race.  In keeping w i th  the p re v a le n t  soc ia l  
emphasis on s k i n - c o l o r ,  Southern whites developed r a c ia l  recogn i t ion  
e a r l i e r  than did Northern w h i te s .
Much has been done in the la s t  decade, however,  to a l t e r  the nega­
t i v e  c u l t u r a l  value placed on dark s k in ;  indeed, instead o f  a negat ive  
v a lu e ,  the Afro-American may now fee l  p o s i t i v e l y  toward brown s k in .
Since severa l  recent studies (Gregor & McPherson, 1966; Moreland,
1966; Asher & A l l e n ,  1969; Hraba & G ra n t ,  1970) have reported incon­
s i s t e n t  r e s u l t s ,  such a change in a t t i t u d e s  may be occurr ing  at  
d i f f e r e n t  rates across the country .  Two s tud ies  by Gregor and 
McPherson (1966) and Hraba and Grant (1970) reported p o s i t i v e  changes 
in  p reference f o r  dark sk in  c o lo r  w h i l e  using the Clark and Clark  
Doll  Technique (19^ 7 ) -  The former study found th a t  both b lack  and 
w hite  c h i ld re n  between s i x  and seven years o f  age i d e n t i f y  themselves 
w ith  t h e i r  respect ive  communities and express preferences f o r  t h e i r
3own f a c ia l  t r a i t s .  In te g ra te d  schools served as the s e t t in g  f o r  a 
study performed by Hraba and Grant (1 9 7 0 ) .  They reported tha t  blacks  
p re fe r re d  t h e i r  own race at a l l  ages (3 *8  y e a r s ) ,  w i th  the c h i ld re n  of  
l i g h t e r  sk in  c o lo r  e q u a l ly  as s trong in t h e i r  preference f o r  dark sk in  
as those o f  darker  sk in  c o lo r .  These s tudies  stand in con tras t  to  
the Clark and Clark (19^7) study in which b 1 ack ch i 1 dren ascr ibed a 
negat ive  value to dark sk in  c o lo r .  Moreover,  the ch i ld re n  o f  l i g h t  
skin  c o lo r  showed the g r e a te s t  n e g a t i v i t y  fo r  the b lack do l l  w h i le  
the darker  c h i ld re n  showed the l e a s t  n e g a t i v i t y .
The pervasiveness o f  w h i te  s o c ie ty  has caused b lack  ch i ld re n  to  
as s im i la te  the more dominant w h i te  c u l t u r e .  Apparent ly ,  a t  about the 
t ime th a t  c h i ld re n  n o t ice  sk in  c o lo r  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  they acquire  the 
bias which l in k s  sk in  c o lo r  and personal c h a ra c te r .  In p a r t  from the 
notion t h a t  contact  between c h i ld r e n  o f  var ious backgrounds w i l l  
p r e c i p i t a t e  more t o l e r a n t  r a c ia l  a t t i t u d e s  among ch i 1 d ren , p rog rams o f  
i n te g r a t io n  have begun. Whi le  consequences o f  in te rgroup contact  are 
d i f f i c u l t  to  p r e d i c t ,  s ta tus  appears to be an important v a r i a b l e  (Amir ,
1969) .  Summarizing the data on in te rg roup  c o n t a c t , Amir s ta te s  t h a t ,  
"Some o f  the favorable  condit ions  which tend to reduce p re ju d ice  
a re . . .w h e n  contact  is between members o f  a m a jo r i t y  group and h igher  
sta tus  members o f  a mi nori  ty  g r o u p . . . . "  (p .  338) .
Other research (Pal lone,  Rickard S H u r le y ,  1970) demonstrates tha t  
teachers are key in f luencers  o f  occupat ional  preference among b lack  
youth .  I f  young c h i ld re n  can be exposed to  both m a jo r i ty  apd m in or i ty  
groups in h ig h -s ta tu s  p o s i t io n s ,  such as classroom teachers ,  the poor 
s e l f -c o n c e p t  th a t  m in o r i ty  group chi 1dren manifest  may be e l im in a t e d .
Children who have exper ienced a m in o r i ty  group member in the sta tus  
p o s i t io n  o f  teacher  may then be expected,  according to Amir's reasoning,  
to  manifest  a favorab le  a t t i t u d e  change toward the m in o r i ty  group in 
gen era l .  With the except ion o f  a study performed in England, no 
in v e s t ig a t io n s  have tes ted  the previous p r o p o s i t io n .  James (1955)  
in v e s t ig a te d  the e f f e c t  o f  contact  between female A fr ican  teachers and 
t h e i r  w h i te  p u p i l s .  For the two-week exper imenta l  p e r io d ,  the teachers  
in te ra c te d  w i th  the c h i ld re n  by answering questions concerning the 
d a i l y  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  A fr ican  l i f e ,  w h i le  s t r e s s in g  the fundamental 
i d e n t i t y  between the two r a c ia l  groups represented by teacher  and pup i ls  
James found t h a t ,  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  in t e r a c t i o n  w i th  b lack teachers ,  
the w h i te  students became more favorab le  to  Afr icans in g en era l .
I t  w i l l  be r e c a l l e d  tha t  the present  i n v e s t ig a t io n  is a study o f  
r a c ia l  a t t i t u d e s  o f  young b lack c h i ld r e n .  Although Amir's conclusions  
are a p p l i c a b l e ,  they are only indi r e c t l y  s o , because they sp e c i fy  an 
i n t e r a c t i o n  between members o f  the ma jo r i  ty wi th the h igher  s ta tus  
m in or i ty  member. In the present  case, the i n t e r a c t i o n  occurs between 
m in o r i ty  group members and h igher  s ta tus  f igu res  from the same mi nori  ty 
group. Since past research has shown t h a t  b lack  c h i ld re n  incorpora te  
the values o f  the p reva len t  c u l t u r e ,  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  change may be 
s i m i l a r  to  the i n t e r a c t i o n  between the m a jo r i t y  group w i th  the m in o r i ty  
group: the b lack c h i ld  may become favorab le  toward black s k i n ,  even
to the point  o f  expressing a preference fo r  i t .
The purpose o f  the present  study was to  t e s t  the hypothesis tha t  . 
black c h i ld re n  who have had b lack teachers w i l l  be more favorab le  
toward t h e i r  own sk in  co lo r  than those who have been exposed only
5to white  teachers .
Method
Sub fects and Experi  menters
The Ss were 18 male and 13 female b lack chi 1 dren e n r o l le d  in 
Grade 3 a t  Lake Elementary School o f ’ the Omaha Pub l ic  School System,  
Omaha, Nebraska. Lake School is s i t u a t e d  on the North Side o f  Omaha, 
where play and frequent  contacts w i th  c h i ld re n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  races are 
u n l i k e l y .  Blacks account f o r  approximately  99% o f  the e n ro l lm e n t ,  
although the b lack  popula t ion o f  Omaha consists  o f  about 10% o f  the 
t o ta l  popu la t ion .  The r a t i o  o f  b lack to white  teachers was near ly  
e q u a l ,  thereby f a c i l i t a t i n g  a comparison o f  the e f f e c t  o f  the sk in  
c o lo r  o f  past and present  teacher  on r a c ia l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and a t t i t u d e s .
A l l  Grade 3 c h i ld re n  were te s t e d ,  but only those c h i ld r e n  who 
had attended Lake School since Kindergarten were used as S s . The mean 
age o f  the c h i ld re n  was 8 .8  y e a rs .
Two Es , one b lack male,  and one w h i te  female ,  tes ted  each c h i l d .
The male administe red the Doll  Test  and the female recorded aspects 
o f  t h e i r  do l l  play behav ior .
Apparatus
The m a te r ia ls  consis ted o f  four  d o l l s ,  two b lack  and two w h i te  
of  each sex ,  which were 13V 1 high and manufactured by M a t t e l .  A l l  
were i d e n t i c a l l y  dressed in modern fash ion:  o l i v e  green be 11-bottom
s la c k s ,  ye l low  t u r t l e n e c k  tops ,  and green le a t h e r  vests from S i m p l ic i t y  
P a t te rn  #9054. Each d o l l  Had a 3“ c l e a r  p l a s t i c  base which supported  
the legs in a standing fash ion .
6'In o rder  to o b j e c t i v e l y  r a te  the darkness o f  each S_'s sk in  c o lo r ,  
the E_ used ten painted cardboard squares,  ranging from very l i g h t  to 
very dark brown. The ten Negroid skin  colors were constructed from 
a base mixture o f  a c r y l i c  (polymer emulsion) p a in t  which consisted  
o f  two parts  burnt  umber mixed w i th  one p a r t  raw s ie n a .  The darkest  
co lo r  consis ted o f  the baseband  the o th e r  nine colors were der ived by 
mixing 10 grams o f  base w i th  2 ,  4,  6 ,  8 ,  10,  12, 14, 16 , 18 grams o f  
w h ite  p a in t .
Procedure
The four  do l ls  were placed seven inches apa r t  on a . t a b l e  in an 
unused classroom. The p o s i t io n  o f  the d o l ls  on the ta b le  was randomized 
f o r  each S_.
Each S_ was tes ted  I n d i v i d u a l l y .  The E_ escorted  the S to  the  
unused classroom and both were seated across a t a b l e .  While the S_ 
was s t a t in g  h is  age and name, the E^ matched his  sk in  c o lo r  w i th  one o f  
the ten squares which remained hidden from view.  He was then t o l d ,  "I 
am going to ask you some questions about these d o l l s ,  and I ' d  l i k e  you 
to  answer by p o in t ing  to the do l l  th a t  you choose." The fo l low ing  
questions were asked:
1. Shew me the d o l l  th a t  you would l i k e  to p lay w i th  the most.
2.  Show me the do l l  th a t  you l i k e  the b e s t .
3. Show me the d o l l  t h a t  is  a nice c o lo r .
4. Show me the d o l l  th a t  looks l i k e  you.
5. Show me the dol l  th a t  you would l i k e  to play  w i th  the l e a s t .
6 .  Show me the dol l  whose c o lo r  is not as n ice .
7.  Show me t h e ' d o l l  th a t  you l i k e  the l e a s t .
8. Shew me the one th a t  does not look l i k e  you.
9 .  A boy was pushed down on th is  s po t .  (Here the E_ placed a small  
piece o f  paper in f ro n t  o f  the S_ as representa t  i ve o f  the s p o t . )  
Which one o f  these do you th ink  pushed him down?.
10. Which one picked him up?
11. I f  these do l ls  were people ,  which one would you i n v i t e  to your  
bi rthday party?
12. Which one would you leave out?
13. Which one would you l i k e  to  walk home from school w i th  the most?
lA. Which one would you l i k e  to walk home from school w i th  the least?
In a d d i t io n ,  two quest ions were used to  measure the c h i l d ' s  level  
o f  a s p i r a t io n  and a t h i r d  in d ic a te d  the type o f  do l ls  w i th  which the 
S_ had most exper ience .  The E_ introduced these quest ions w i t h :  “ Now
1 'm going to ask you a d i f f e r e n t  type o f  q u e s t io n ."
1. What work do you want to  do when you grow up?
2. What work do you r e a l l y  th in k  you w i l l  do?
3. Which o f  these d o l ls  is most l i k e  the ones you have a t  home?
When the question per iod was completed, the S_ was t o ld  t h a t  he
coul d play wi th the 'dol Is w h i le  the E_ l e f t  the room. His d o l l  play
♦
behav ior  was monitored f o r  a two-minute per iod .  The behaviors moni­
tored were: l )  d o l l  which the S_ touched f i r s t ,  and 2) t o t a l  time the
S_ spent touching the b lack  versus the w h i te  d o l l s .
The sk in  c o lo r  o f  both present  and past teachers was obtained  
from the school p r i n c i p a l .
Results
In order  to obta in  a measure o f  favorab? 1 i ty toward b lack  s k i n ,
8each o f  the  1*4 q u e s t i o n s  was ass igned  a s c o re  based upon the  S_'s cho ice  
o f  d o l l .  I f  th e  S_‘ s answer i n d i c a t e d  a p r e fe re n c e  toward  b l a c k  s k i n ,  
i t  was sco red  +1.  I f  the S_'s answer i n d i c a t e d  a p r e f e r e n c e  toward 
w h i t e  s k i n ,  i t  was sco red  as - 1 .  T h e r e f o r e ,  the  range o f  f a v o r a b i l i t y  
sco res  was f rom  -1*4 t o  +1*4, w i t h  the p o s i t i v e  po le  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a 
f a v o r a b i l i t y  tcward  b l a c k  s k i n  and the  n e g a t i v e  p o le  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a 
la c k  o f  f a v o r a b i l i t y .
Pol 1 T e s t  as ja Pred i  c t o r  o f  Pol I P1 ay
The P o l l  P lay  b e h a v io r  o f  each S was used as a measure o f  the— »
p a r t i a l  v a l i d i t y  o f  the  1*4 D o l l  T e s t  q u e s t i o n s .  No s i g n i f i c a n t  c o r ­
r e l a t i o n  was found between the  c o l o r  o f * the d o l l  t h a t  was touched 
f i r s t  and the S_*s f a v o r a b i l i t y  s c o re  ( t*pb i s = *03 ,  P > - 0 5 ) .  To f u r ­
t h e r  assess the p r e d i c t a b i 1i t y  o f  the  Do l l  T e s t ,  i t  was c o r r e l a t e d  
w i t h  the  second measure o f  the  D o l l  P lay  s i t u a t i o n ,  the d u r a t i o n  o f  
touch f o r  th e  b l a c k  versus  the w h i t e  d o l l s .  The a c tu a l  dependent 
measure used was the number o f  seconds th e  Ss touched the  b l a c k  d o l l s
minus the  number o f  seconds the  $_ touched the  w h i t e  d o l l s .  A P e a rs o n - r
c o r r e l a t i o n  y i e l d e d  no s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between these two 
measures ( r  *= . 009 ,  p > . 0 5 ) .
As a t h i r d  measure o f  p r e d i c t a b i l i t y ,  the c ho ic es  on the Do l l  
T e s t  were  a na lyzed  s e p a r a t e l y  f o r  bo th  sexes o f  S_ in  r e l a t i o n  t o  sex 
o f  d o l l  and c o l o r  o f  dol 1 . Four b i n o m ia l  t e s t s  were per fo rm ed  and 
y i e l d e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  f o r  bo th  th e  male and the fema le  S s . 
T h e r e f o r e ,  b l a c k  fema le  Ss p r e f e r r e d  b l a c k  d o l l s  and female  d o l l s ,  
and the b l a c k  male Ss p r e f e r r e d  b l a c k  d o l l s  and male d o l l s  ( f e m a le s :
9z -  2 . 0 6 ,  p = . 0 4 ,  z 15 3 . 3 8 ,  p « .00001;  males: z » 1 .9 3 ,  P < .0 6 ,
z = i+. 74 , p = 0001) .
Response Frequencies f o r  Pol 1 Test
I t  was found th a t  f o r  quest ions 1 and 5 ,  2 and 6 ,  3 and 7 ,  which
were pa i rs  o f  opposite qu e s t io n s ,  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number o f  Ss chose
the same d o l l .  Since t h is  represented the same response to- two d i f ­
f e r e n t ,  indeed, opposite qu e s t io n s ,  binomial tes ts  were performed  
f o r  questions 4 ,  8 ,  9 ,  10,  11, 12, 13, 14 on ly .  S i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r ­
ences were found f o r  quest ions 4 ,  8 ,  11,  13, in d ic a t in g  a preference  
f o r  b lack sk in  on these items.  The z values f o r  quest ions 4 ,  8,  11,  
13, w ere ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  4 . 3 1 ,  p < .001 ; 2 . 1 6 ,  p < .03 ;  2 . 1 6 ,  p < .03 ;
2 . 5 2 , p < .01 .
Pol 1-at-Home Question
Separate  binomial tes ts  were performed f o r  co lo r  and sex o f  
do l l  fo r  both male and female Ss on the question which asked, "Which 
do l l  is most l i k e  the one you have a t  home?" The resu l ts  showed 
t h a t  female Ss had more female d o l ls  than male do l ls  a t  home (z -  
2 . 2 5 ,  p < . 0 4 ) ,  but did not have s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more d o l ls  o f  one 
co lo r  a t  home. The r e s u l t s - f o r  the male Ss found no s i g n i f i c a n t  
d i f fe r e n c e s  f o r  e i t h e r  c o lo r  o r  sex o f  d o l ls  they reported having  
at  home.
Frequency Comparison wi th S i m i 1a r  Studies
A comparison may be made on questions 1 and 3 w i th  the resu l ts  
obta ined by Clark and Clark ( 1 9 4 7 ) ,  Hraba and Grant (1970) and the 
present s tudy.  Table I shows the frequencies obtatned by^each.
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Table I
Comparison o f  the Present Study w i th  th a t  of  
Hraba and Grant (1970) and Clark and Clark (19^7)
Question 1 
Wh i te d o l 1 
Black dol l
( P1 ay w i th ) Cl a rks 
67 
32






Question 3 (N i ce col or)
Whi te  d o l 1 60 31 26
Black Doll 38 69- 7^
Note. —  Al l  data in percentages.
Table  I i l l u s t r a t e s  the increas ing preference f o r  b lack skin in 
each successive s tudy.  I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  to note t h a t  there  is a 
g r e a t e r  s i m i l a r i t y  between the present  study and th a t  o f  Hraba and 
Grant than between these two and the Clark study.  Both o f  the l a t e r  
s tud ies  reveal th a t  young b lack  ch i ld re n  react  p o s i t i v e l y  toward 
the b lack d o l ls  on these two items.
Favorab i1i ty Score and Skin Color o f  Teacher
The f a v o r a b i l i t y  score f o r  each S_ was analyzed w i th  regard to the 
skin c o lo r  o f  his  present  teacher  and the number o f  years ( 0 ,  1, o r  2) 
tha t  the S_was taught by a b lack teacher .  A 2x3 ana lys is  o f  var iance  
f o r  unequal c e l l  f requencies was performed y i e l d i n g  a m arg ina l ly  s i g ­
n i f i c a n t  main e f f e c t  f o r  the number o f  years o f  a b lack  teacher  (F *  
3 . 1 8 ,  d f  ** 2 / 2 7 ,  p < . 0 7 ) .  No o ther  main and i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t s  
were s i g n i f i c a n t  (F < 1 ) .  The c e l l  means f o r  Ss who had 0 ,  1 , o r  2
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years o f  a black teacher  were 1 .18 ,  A . 0 0 ,  2 .0 8 .  A Tukey A te s t  found
no s i gni f i  cant *di f  fe rences among those who were taught 0 ,  1,  o r  2
*
years by a black teacher .
Favorab? 11 ty  Score and Ski n Co l o r  o f  S_
In order  to  assess the r e l a t i o n s h ip  between the SJs own sk in  
shade and his  f a v o r a b i l i t y  toward b lack  s k i n ,  the ten skin  c o lo r  shades 
were d iv ided  in to  l i g h t  ( 1 ,  2 ,  3 ) ,  medium (A, 5 ,  6 ,  7 ) ,  and dark (8 ,
9 ,  10 ) .  Each S_, the re fore  , was placed in to  one o f  these three  c a te ­
gories on the basis o f  h is  r a t in g .  A s in g le  f a c t o r  ana lys is  o f  
var iance  f o r  unequal c e l l  f requencies y ie ld e d  no d i f f e r e n c e s  in 
f a v o r a b i l i t y  among Ss possessing the three skin shades (F = l ) . Hepce, 
the r e l a t i v e  darkness o f  the SJs sk in  was not r e la te d  to h is  dol l  
prefe  rence.
1den t  i ty  Ques t  ions
For quest ions A and 8 ,  which represented a measure o f  ra c ia l  
i d e n t i t y  o r  awareness, frequencies were obta ined and the combination  
o f  the two responses were analyzed f o r  the underly ing basis o f  
the judgement: the S_ may have based h is  choice on sk in  c o lo r  o f
d o l l ,  sex o f  d o l l ,  or both o f  these .  To c a lc u la t e  the S_* s choi ce , 
discrepancies  between quest ions A and 8 were used. For example,  
i f  in answer to quest ion A ,  a b lack  male chose the b lack  male d o l l ,  
and on question 8 chose the w h i te  male d o l l ,  the choice was based 
upon skin  c o lo r  o f  d o l l .  Conversely ,  i f  he chose the b lack  female 
dol l  f o r  question 8 ,  the choice was based upon sex o f  d o l l .  Using 
th is  a n a ly s is ,  A8% o f  Ss based t h e i r  answers on skin c o l o r ,  16% on 
sex ,  25% on c o lo r  and sex ,  and 3% chose the same f o r  both .  The
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g r e a t e r  percentage o f  Ss basing t h e i r  answers on the skin  c o lo r  
dimension may be in te r p r e te d  as a measure o f  the importance o f  th a t  
var i  ab l e .
As pi r a t i  on Questions
The data compiled from the two questions concerning as p i ra t io n s  
were i n s u f f i c i e n t  fo r  a complete a n a ly s is .  However,  several  obser­
vat ions may be made. The responses o f  the male S_s to the f i r s t  ques­
t io n  covered nine occupat ions,  only two o f  which,  doctor  and a r t i s t ,  
could be regarded as p r o fe s s io n a l .  The female Ss gave answers which 
encompassed seven d i f f e r e n t  occupat ions,  w i th  "Teacher"  as the one 
re q u i r in g  the g r e a te s t  amount o f  educa t ion .  U n fo r t u n a t e ly ,  there  
were too few Ss who chose "Teacher"  as an occupat ion to  r e l a t e  i t  
to the race o f  teacher  v a r i a b l e .  Indeed, the S_'s choice o f  "Teacher"  
as an occupation may serve to s e n s i t i z e  the S_ to the race o f  teacher  
va r i  a b l e .
In g e n e r a l ,  responses to  the second q u e s t io n ,  "What work do you
th in k  you r e a l l y  w i l l  do?" were near ly  id e n t ic a l  to  the aspi red
occupat ional  level  f o r  both male and female S_s. This  data  seem to
in d ic a te  t h a t  the young b lack c h i l d  does not asp ire  to  the occupations
*
above which he b e l ie v e s  he can a c t u a l l y  achieve .
Discussion
The purpose o f  the present  study was to t e s t  the hypothesis tha t
b lack c h i ld re n  who have had black teachers w i 11 be more favorab le
toward t h e i r  own sk in c o lo r  than those exposed only to w h i te  teachers.
This hypothesis was p red ica ted  on the not ion th a t  the presence o f  a
*
b lack person in a high s ta tu s  p o s i t io n  may have a p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  on
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black  s e l f - a t t i t u d e s .  The g r e a t e r  exposure tha t  black c h i ld re n  have 
to  b lack  teachers should ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  produce more favorab le  b lack  
a t t i t u d e s .  The resu l ts  shaved t h a t ,  although the Ss were g e n e r a l ly  
favorab le  toward black s k i n ,  th e re  was no systemat ic  v a r i a t i o n  
according t o  the race o f  the present  teacher  o r  previous exposure t o  
black teachers .  In o th e r  words, those c h i ld re n  who had been taught  
by black  teachers were no more favo rab le  toward b lack skin  than 
those who had been exposed only to  w h i te  teachers in the classroom 
s i tu a t  io n .
However, i t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  to  note the r e l a t i o n s h ip  o f  the present  
study to  the previous l i t e r a t u r e  concerning c h i l d r e n 's  a t t i t u d e s  
toward sk in  c o lo r .  The long h i s t o r y  o f  research concerned w i th  r a c ia l  
a t t i t u d e s  o f  young c h i ld re n  has c o n s is te n t ly  shown t h a t  blacks and 
whites have mainta ined negat ive  a t t i t u d e s  toward dark skin (see reviews  
by Goodman, 1952; Stevenson, 1967; Proshansky, 1968) .  I t  is only  
r e c e n t l y ,  and in p a r t i c u l a r ,  in the l a s t  decade, th a t  a change in 
a t t i t u d e s  has been noted by researchers (Gregor S McPherson, 1966;
Hraba S G rant ,  1970) .  The present  study is consonant w i th  these more 
recent  s tud ies  which have documented the improvement in b lack  s e l f ­
a t t i t u d e s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  on four  o f  the que s t ions ,  items 4 ,  8 , 1 1 ,
13, there  were s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f fe re n c e s  between the frequency o f  
b la c k /w h i te  cho ices ,  a l l  o f  which in d ic a te d  a preference f o r  the 
black d o l l .  C lark  and Clark (1947) contended th a t  two o f  these 
que s t ions ,  items 4 and 8 in the present  s tudy ,  measured r a c ia l  s e l f -  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  apparent ly  an aspect o f  ra c ia l  pre ference associated  
w ith  the S's own s e l f - im a g e .
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■A f u r t h e r  i n d ic a t io n  of  the tendency toward s e l f - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n
*
was the f in d in g  tha t  £s c o n s is te n t ly  chose l i k e - s e l f  d o l l s .  The 
female £s chose the female do l ls  and the b lack d o l l s ,  and the male 
Ss chose the male do l ls  and the b lack  d o l ls  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more o f te n  
than they chose the o th e r  d o l l s .  These resu l ts  suggest t h a t  the t e s t  
was administered c o r r e c t l y ,  since i t  would be expected t h a t  c h i ld re n  
choose l i k e - s e l f  d o l l s .
However, the v a l i d i t y  o f  the Doll Test  in p r e d ic t in g  Doll  Play  
behav ior  may be quest ioned.  The Doll Play s i t u a t i o n  fo l lo w in g  the 
quest ions did not reveal any d i f fe re n c e s  in the amount o f  t im e"the  
S_ spent p lay ing w i th  the d o l ls  o f  e a c h -c o lo r ,  or  i n the S_'s f i r s t  
choice o f  a d o l l .  Both o f  these measures would be expected to y i e l d  
resu l ts  s i m i l a r  to the Doll  Test in the £ s 1 preferences f o r  l i k e - s e l f  
choices.  The lack o f  a r e l a t i o n s h ip  between the Doll  Test  and the 
Doll  Play s i t u a t i o n  may have been due to the presence o f  the b lack  
during the a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  the former but not during the l a t t e r  
measure. The presence o f  a b lack  person during the a d m in is t r a t io n  
o f  the Doll  Tes t  may have served to  make skin c o lo r  a more s a l i e n t  
dimension. In any case, researchers must, In the f u t u r e ,  confront  
the issue o f  construc t  v a l i d i t y — whether the Doll  Test  bears any 
r e l a t i o n s h ip  to  the c h i l d ' s  Doll  Play b eh av io r ,  o r  more im p o r ta n t ly ,  
actual r a c ia l  I n t e r a c t i o n s .
Although no sys tem at ic  d i f f e r e n c e  was found In t h is  s tudy ,  the 
i n t e r a c t i o n  between m in o r i t y  group members and h ig h e r -s ta tu s  f igures  
from the same m in o r i ty  group may s t i l l  remain a re levant ,  f a c t o r  
invo lv in g  s e l f - a t t i t u d e s .  As is w e l l  known, there  are l im i t a t i o n s
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when; conducting research In r e a l - l i f e  s e t t in g s  which are not present  
in more contro 1 led labora tory  s i t u a t i o n s .  N a t u r a l l y ,  in s tudies  o f  
t h is  k in d ,  when data concerning classroom composition is the top ic  
o f  s tudy ,  i t  is necessary to accept these s e t t in g s  as they e x i s t .
The problem o f  sample s i z e  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  prominent in the present  
study.  At the present  t ime,  few grade schools have in te g ra te d  
f a c u l t i e s  and the one local  school which met the requirement o f  
race o f  teacher  only  contained grades K through 3.  T h is ,  toge ther  
w ith  the m o b i l i t y  o f  lower socioeconomic groups, g r e a t l y  reduced the 
number of  c h i ld r e n  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  exp er im enta t io n .
Although the sample consis ted o f  -Grade 3 c h i ld re n  o n ly ,  the £s ' 
poor comprehension o f  language n ecess i ta ted  severa l  changes. S ix  
o f  the o r i g in a l  14 questions had to be omitted from the analyses  
due to  a high proport ion  o f  c o n t r a d ic to r y  answers. For each o f  these 
three pa irs  o f  qu e s t io n s ,  a s i g n i f i c a n t  por t ion  o f  the sample gave 
the same answer to opposite  q ues t ions ,  thus i n d ic a t in g  a lack o f  
understanding and /or  the to le ra nce  o f  young c h i ld r e n  f o r  c o n f l i c t i n g  
ideas.  The recent  volume o f  l i t e r a t u r e  stemming from the work o f  
Piaget  and others is only  beginning to  reveal the e x te n t  to  which 
the young c h i l d  is  not capable o f  recogniz ing opposing ideas or  
concepts. I t  is known t h a t  e a r l y  in c o g n i t iv e  development,  the 
c h i ld  reconci les  c o n f l i c t i n g  thoughts w i th  his own c o n s t ru c ts ,  and 
the e x te n t  to  which th is  is performed by d i f f e r e n t  groups o f  c h i l d r e n ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  those from v a r ie d  socioeconomic backgrounds, is 
p re s e n t ly  under i n v e s t i g a t io n .
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■The c o n t ra d ic to ry  answers noted in th is  study question previous  
research which has only measured p o s i t iv e  a t t i t u d e s ,  and has i n t e r ­
preted the meaning o f  c h i l d r e n 's  answers in a s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d  manner. 
Future s tudies  should separate  c o n t r a d ic to r y  answers due to misper­
cep t ions ,  misunderstand ings, and c o g n i t iv e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  among 
d i f f e r e n t - a g e d  c h i ld r e n  and those from d i f f e r e n t  socioeconomic 
groups. Regarding the l a t t e r  two fac to rs  , the language d i f f i c u l t i e s  
o f  lower socioeconomic groups have been w e l l  documented; y e t ,  the 
e x t e n t  to which the c h i l d r e n 's  c o n t r a d ic to r y  answers r e f l e c t
1anguage-cognit ive  problems must be assessed by f u t u r e  research.
)
In conclus ion ,  the resu l ts  o f  th e 'p re s e n t  study showed a 
general f a v o r a b i l i t y  toward b lack  skin  by b lack  pr imary grade c h i ld r e n .  
There was no sys tem at ic  v a r i a t i o n  due to  the number o f  years s t u ­
dents were taught  by a b lack  teach e r ;  however,  as discussed above,  
severa l  l i m i t a t i o n s  may have precluded a r igorous t e s t  o f  the 
hypothes is .  The s i m i l a r i t i e s  between the recent  Hraba and Grant  
study performed in L in c o ln ,  Nebraska, and the present  one would be 
expected from previous research shewing th a t  the change in black  
s e l f - a t t i t u d e s  is re la te d  to  geographical  lo ca t io n  in the United  
S t a t e s .
Future research should concentra te  on assessing the v a l i d i t y  o f  
the Doll  Test  and the meaning of  c o n t r a d lc to r y  answers given by 
c h i ld re n  when p o s i t iv e  and negat ive  quest ions are used.
17
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